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A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEAN

As | write, | am in the final preparations for Christmas services, practicing while
something spicy is cooking in the oven. This annual routine also makes me think about
New Year’s resolutions, and I'd like to pass a few ideas on to you.

We have had several wonderful events to celebrate the International Year of the
Organ, and | was so pleased with our musical gifts to the community. My only
disappointment, however, was that very few chapter members came out for the Organ
Spectacular or the Choral Festival. My first gentle suggestion is for every chapter
member to use this year as an opportunity to bring new friends to the organ. Please
resolve to attend our events — and bring a friend who might enjoy an unusual
experience.

Make a resolution to continue your music education. Our Skills Fair in January
is a great way to expand your skills, and AGO’s focus on education might make you
consider attending more meetings. Charles Jones has worked so hard to plan programs
that are interesting and educational, and | hope you will take advantage of the variety of
events.

Soon it will be time to plan for the annual election of officers and board
members. Please resolve to step forward and offer to run for office. Contact me if you
are willing to serve.

How many of you have made a resolution to contribute to the Annual Fund
each year? Your donations supplement your dues, which pay for less than 60% of AGO’s
budget. This year my donation will be in memory of my superb teacher, Robert Glasgow,
at the University of Michigan, who died a few months ago. Is there someone who
inspired you as an organist? Perhaps you might consider sending in a donation in any
amount to honor that person (living or deceased). Your name will be in the November
TAO, along with the person you honor.

Here’s another resolution to consider: annual gifts to the AGO Endowment
Fund. The income from the Endowment is used to further the many projects of AGO.

Did you know that a gift of $10,000 will establish a scholarship in your name. What a
beautiful way to assure the future of our profession. You might contribute $1,000 per
year for ten years, or some formula like that. Contact me if you would be interested in
this avenue to provide scholarships.

Finally, please consider joining the Clarence Dickinson Society by making
provisions to leave a portion of your estate to AGO. This gift need not be large; a small
percentage of each of our estates would add up to funds for many programs. Think
about leaving a percentage of your IRA, or TSA, or 401(k), or insurance policy. Thanks for
that resolution!

Happy New Year to everyone! Barbara Adler, Dean
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SUB-DEAN

We hope to see everyone on Saturday, January 10, from 9 am to noon, at our Skills Fair, including continental breakfast and music
sale. Host Charlie Moose will welcome us to First Reformed Church in Schenectady for two special sessions: 1) Preparing for AGO
certification by Iteke Prins and Al Fedak, and 2)Diagnosing Organ Problems by John Schreiner and Steven Rosenberry. First Reformed
is located at #8 North Church Street, on the corner of Church and Union Streets in the historic "Stockade" section of Schenectady.

On Saturday, February 7, 9:00 am - noon, at Saint Pius X Church in Loudonville, we are very happy to welcome 2008 NYACOP winner
Jason Roberts for our Organ Improvisation workshop. Jason will present ideas and techniques for all levels of improvisers,
concentrating on beginner and intermediate levels. Every one of us has to improvise in various ways, and this will be an excellent
time to gain ideas for beginning your path to improvisation or finding fresh techniques to renew your skills. Plan to come for an
invigorating morning!

Lastly, we are very happy to bring the guild to our outlying areas with our two Outreach Events this year. Our first event will be held
in Johnstown at Saint John's Episcopal Church (at the corner of Main St. and N. Market St.) on Saturday, February 14, from 9:00 am
to 12:30 pm.

The day's schedule will be:

9:00-9:50 am - Hands-on Introduction to the organ for children and families

10:00-10:30 - Workshop 1) Leading the choir from the organ console

10:30-11:00 - Workshop 2) New and fun ideas for playing hymns

11:00-11:30 - Workshop 3) Organ repertoire for busy organists

11:45-12:30 - Organ recital (public invited)

Coffee, tea, juice and danish will be available all morning.

We invite ALL local organists, church and temple musicians, and all others, whether AGO members or not. Members: please invite
your musical friends. We will mail invitations to as many churches as we can, but a personal invitation will be sure to get them in the
door. We especially hope to interest young people in the organ with the opening session for children and families. Please invite your
music students.

Our second Outreach Event will be held at First Presbyterian Church in Glens Falls on Saturday, March 14 - details to come in next
month's Clarion. Please help us spread the word and bring our resources to our friends and (hopefully) future members in our
outlying regions.

Charles Jones, Sub-Dean

Chapter Program Listing for 2008-2009

January 10, 9:00 am - Noon - Skills Fair:
AGO Certification and Diagnosing Organ Problems; First Reformed, Schenectady

February 7, 9 am — Noon: Improvisation Workshop with Jason Roberts
Saint Pius X Church, Loudonville

February 14, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm - Mohawk Valley Outreach event in Johnstown
Organist Workshops and Recital at St John's Episcopal in Johnstown, hosted by Bob Hallenbeck and Bob Goodemote

March 14 - North Country Outreach event in Glens Falls
Featuring special workshops for church organists and a recital by guild members at First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls,
hosted by Bryan Kirk

March 22 at 4:00 - J.S. Bach: Birthday Bash Concert

Organists: Nancy Frank, Steven Rosenberry, Alfred Fedak, Brian Hoffman
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd. Albany

$10 adults, $8 students and seniors

May 9 at 11:00 am - Student Scholarship Winners Recital,
Annual Meeting and Buffet Luncheon

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 3" & State St., Troy

Daisy Baker’s Restaurant, 33 2" St. Troy

Cost: $20 per person (paid individually)

Trivia Question for January:
Only 8 organs worldwide have consoles with more than 5 manuals:
How many can you name?



OTHER EVENTS

Sunday, January 11 at 3:30 PM - The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas
Postponed from December 21, 2008. The Cathedral of All Saints, 62 South Swan Street, Albany.

Tuesday, January 20 at 12:00 PM - Brazilian Jazz by Sonny and Perley
This is a free recital in the “Tuesdays At Noon” Concert Series at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 58 Third St., Troy, NY.
Call 273-7351 for more information. Bring your lunch. Donations welcome.

Tuesday, February 17 at 12:00 PM - Adirondack Baroque Consort
This is a free recital in the “Tuesdays At Noon” Concert Series at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 58 Third St., Troy, NY.
Call 273-7351 for more information. Bring your lunch. Donations welcome.

Friday, February 20 at 12:30 PM - Organ Recital by George Matthew
A free recital in the Friday Organ Recital Series St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 107 State St. Albany

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Employment listings are provided free of charge as a service to our members and to employing institutions. Since listings are
published exactly as they are received, The Guild assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of their content. Ads will run for two
months unless or until word is received that a given position has been filled. Please notify the editor when a position has been filled.

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Albany is seeking an organist/choir director or music director. We are a
metropolitan liturgical congregation with two worship sites and are ecumenically oriented. Our web address is
www.stjohnsalbany.org Number of services - Two, One on Saturday at our chapel in Colonie at 5:00 pm and one on
Sunday at our church in Albany at 9:30 am. Time of choir rehearsal - typically has been Thursday evening at 7:00 pm
Date needed — ASAP. Annual Salary: $15,000 + (educ.,exp.) Weeks of Paid Continuing Ed: 1 Weeks of Paid
vacation: 2 Contact: Karen Lapierre klapierre@stjohnsalbany.org St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church

160 Central Avenue Albany, NY 12206 518/465-7545

2008-2009 Chapter Directory Additions/Corrections:

1. Barbara Adler is now Organist at First Reformed Church of Scotia.
2. The home phone number for Neil Keen is 439-9238.

Please make these changes to your directory.

TRIVIA ANSWER:

7 manuals: USA, Atlantic City, Convention Hall (449 ranks, 314 voices)

6 manuals: USA, Philadelphia, Macy's ("Wanamaker") Store (463 ranks, 374 voices)

6 manuals: Poland, Lichen, Basilica (222 ranks, 154 voices)

6 manuals: Germany, Mainz, Dom (166 ranks, 113 voices)

6 manuals: Korea, Seoul, Sejong Culture Center (160 ranks, 96 voices)

6 manuals: Germany, Waldsassen, Stiftsbasilika (141 ranks, 101 voices)

6 manuals: Italy, Palermo, Duomo Monreale (137 ranks, 102 voices)

6 Manuals: USA, Hurricane,WV, Forrest Burdette Memorial UMC (43 ranks, 27 voices + 346 digital)
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