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             A MESSAGE FROM OUR DEAN 
  

    Our Skills Fair was a real shot in the arm for everyone who attended. Charlie   
    Moose hosted the group at First Reformed, Schenectady, on a cold morning, and Gayle  
    Hinsdill warmed us up with coffee and her renowned coffee cakes. The music sale  
    brought nearly $150 to our scholarship fund. 
      

    John Schreiner and Steven Rosenberry taught us all how to diagnose and solve   
    the problems of tuning, ciphers, wind leaks, and other routine maintenance issues. It  
    was all peppered with amusing stories of bats’ and squirrels’ and other varmints’causing 
    damage to organs. 
     

    In the other session Iteke Prins and Al Fedak presented a challenging session on   
    Guild Certification.  They explained the many advantages of taking these exams,   
    including developing useful practical skills, having recognized professional credentials,  
    advancing the standards of our profession, and obtaining better positions or higher  
    salaries.  
     

    At the conclusion of this session, I challenged everyone in attendance who has   
    never taken a Guild exam (I am one of those people) – and now I challenge each of you  
    –to join me in seeking one certificate. The Service Playing Certificate, for instance,  
    involves doing the things that we church organists do every single week: play a couple  
    solos, play hymns (even transpose), accompany anthems, and even a psalm. (No written 
    exam.) You could, of course, go for one of the more advanced certificates. 
    The June TAO will have next year’s requirements, so you have time to think   
    about this challenge, and a year to prepare. Charles Jones suggested that we have some  
    classes to help each other prepare. This would be a wonderful chapter project. Let’s get  
    some letters after our names, boost our abilities through a team effort, and learn a bit in 
    the process. Will you join me?  
     

    All in all, we had a most informative and instructive morning at the Skills Fair. 
    Another reminder: have you sent in your donations to the Annual Fund and the   
    Endowment? Your contributions need not be large, but your donation is an important  
    part of the Guild’s programs, and dues account for less than 50% of the budget. Thank  
    you so much! 
 
 

    Finally, it is time to register for the Regional Convention in Boston, which is a   
    combination of Regions I and II. If you need roommates, we might get groups together.  
    Contact me if you are interested. 

     
    Barbara Adler, Dean 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SUB-DEAN 
On Saturday, February 7, from 9:00 am - noon, we are very pleased to welcome Jason Roberts, the 2008 NYACOP 
Winner, for a morning workshop on organ improvisation at Saint Pius X Church in Loudonville. Improvisation is a very 
important skill to the church musician. Creating your own music tailored just to your worship service is a very rewarding 
experience for you and your congregation. Jason will show us how to use the hymn tunes from our morning service to 
create an exciting hymn introduction or interlude as well as a prelude or postlude. He will also give us some traditional 
as well as new methods for creating new music that is all your own. This will be an excellent time to gain ideas for 
beginning your path to improvisation or finding fresh techniques to renew your skills. Saint Pius X Church is at 23 
Crumitie Road in Loudonville. Take Route 9 to the third light south of Siena College and turn right, or the first light north 
of I-90 and turn left. Saint Pius is three blocks on the right.   
 

We are very happy to bring the guild to our outlying areas with our two Outreach Events this year:  
Event #1) Saturday, February 14, Saint John's Episcopal Church, 1 North Market Street, Johnstown. 
Event #2) Saturday, March 14,  First Presbyterian Church, at the corner of Glen and West Notre Dame Streets, Glens Falls 
  

     Each day's schedule will be: 
     9:00-9:50 am - Hands-on Introduction to the organ for children and families 
     10:00-10:30 - Workshop 1) Leading the choir from the organ console  
     10:30-11:00 - Workshop 2) New and fun ideas for playing hymns 
     11:00-11:30 - Workshop 3) Organ repertoire for busy organists 
     11:45-12:30 - Organ recital by local organists and AGO Board members (public invited) 
     Coffee, tea, juice and danish will be available. 
  

We invite ALL local organists, church and temple musicians, and all others, whether AGO members or not. These 
workshops are to increase awareness of our guild among the general public and to bring in new members in our outlying 
regions. Members: please invite your musical friends. We will mail invitations to as many churches as we can, but a 
personal invitation will be sure to get them in the door. We especially hope to interest young people in the organ with 
the opening session for children and families. Please invite your music students. We hope to see you there! 
Charles Jones, Sub-Dean 
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Chapter Program Listing for 2008-2009 
 
February 7, 9 am – Noon: Improvisation Workshop with Jason Roberts 
Saint Pius X Church, Loudonville 
 

February 14,  9:00 am to 12:30 pm - Mohawk Valley Outreach event in Johnstown 
Organist Workshops and Recital at St John's Episcopal in Johnstown, hosted by Bob Hallenbeck and Bob Goodemote 
 

March 14 - North Country Outreach event in Glens Falls 
Featuring special workshops for church organists and a recital by guild members at First Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls, 
hosted by Bryan Kirk 
 

March 22 at 4:00 -  J.S. Bach: Birthday Bash Concert 
Organists:  Nancy Frank, Steven Rosenberry, Alfred Fedak, Brian Hoffman 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd. Albany 
$10 adults, $8 students and seniors 
 

May 9 at 11:00 am  -  Student Scholarship Winners Recital,  
Annual Meeting and Buffet Luncheon 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 3rd & State St., Troy 
Daisy Baker’s Restaurant, 33 2nd St. Troy 
Cost: $20 per person (paid individually) 
 
 
 

 
Trivia Question for February: 

What is the oldest playable pipe organ in the world? 
(Answer on page 4) 

 



OTHER EVENTS 
 
Sunday, February 1 at 4:00 PM  -  Choral Evensong 
Evensong sung by St. Paul's Choir, Steven Rosenberry, director 
St Paul's Episcopal Church, 21 Hackett Blvd, Albany 12208  
Reception following!  Large parking lot. 
 
Sunday, February 8 at 3:30 PM  -   Organ Recital and Choral Evensong 
The Cathedral of All Saints, 62 S. Swan Street Albany,  NY 12210 
 
Tuesday, February 17 at 12:00 PM  -  Adirondack Baroque Consort 
This is a free recital in the “Tuesdays At Noon” Concert Series at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 58 Third St., Troy, NY.   
Call 273-7351 for more information.  Bring your lunch.  Donations welcome. 
 
Friday, February 20 at 12:30 PM  -  Organ Recital by George Matthew 
A free recital in the Friday Organ Recital Series St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 107 State St.  Albany 
 
Sunday,  March 15 at 3:00 PM  -  Phoenix Bach Choir and Kansas City Chorale 
to be presented by Troy Chromatic Concerts on on stage of Troy Savings Bank Music Hall.  We of Chromatics, wish to 
promote this concert among your members in hopes of encouraging their attendance.  This group of approximately 40, 
conducted by Mr. Charles Bruffy, a protege of the late Robert Shaw, is said to be “simply gorgeous, a stunner in all 
respects” - American Record Guide. For group discounts, AGO members should call 273-0038 with reservations by 
March 10th.  Groups of 10 will receive 10% off regular prices of $40 and $45.  Larger number will receive a greater 
discount. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
Employment listings are provided free of charge as a service to our members and to employing institutions.  Since listings are 
published exactly as they are received, The Guild assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of their content.  Ads will run for two 
months unless or until word is received that a given position has been filled.  Please notify the editor when a position has been filled. 
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St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Albany is seeking an organist/choir director or music director. We are a 
metropolitan liturgical congregation with two worship sites and are ecumenically oriented.  Our web address is 
www.stjohnsalbany.org  Number of services - Two, One on Saturday at our chapel in Colonie at 5:00 pm and one on 
Sunday at our church in Albany at 9:30 am.  Time of choir rehearsal - typically has been Thursday evening at 7:00 pm 
Date needed – ASAP.   Annual Salary:  $15,000 + (educ.,exp.)  Weeks of Paid Continuing Ed: 1 Weeks of Paid 
vacation: 2 Contact: Karen Lapierre    klapierre@stjohnsalbany.org   St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church   
160 Central Avenue Albany, NY 12206   518/465-7545 
 
Lisha's Kill Reformed Church  - Organist/Pianist  
Responsibilities...Sunday Morning Worship, Midweek Choir Rehearsals, Weddings (as required), Funerals (as required), 
Special Evening and Seasonal Services.  Salary is negotiable.  For further information and/or interview Please call 346-
2710.  Lisha's Kill Reformed Church, 2131 Central Avenue, Schenectady, New York, 12304 
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Positions Available (continued) 

 
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Saratoga Springs - We seek a piano accompanist to cover Sunday 
services each week through August 31, 2009.  The job responsibilities of the Pianist/Accompanist are as follows: 
Accompanying congregational hymns, usually three, on the piano. Hymns are chosen by the minister or service leader.  
Playing anthems during services, usually three solo pieces (prelude, offertory and meditation).  Anthems may be chosen 
by the minister /service leader and/or the accompanist may be asked to supply pieces.  Accompanying vocalists and/or 
instrumentalists performing a piece or pieces during a service. These pieces would be in lieu of a solo piano anthem.  
The Pianist/ Accompanist is expected to perform at all church services, except agreed upon absences. The Congregation 
has two Sunday services, at 9:30 AM and 11:15AM, except in the summer when there is a single service at 10:00 AM. If 
there is a musical group or vocalist with which the Pianist /Accompanist needs to work, she/he would need to arrive as 
early as 8:30 AM for rehearsal (9:00 AM in summer).  The job of Pianist/Accompanist is expected to require up to 5 
hours. This includes preparation time, any time needed to choose music, rehearsal time with vocalists before the service, 
and time at the services on Sunday. Compensation range:  $ 100-$150 per week depending on experience level.  For more 
information or to schedule an interview/audition please contact Barbara Kass at bkass6@gmail.com  (518) 461-9971 or 
Linda Wilkes at lwilkes@neami.com (518) 584-8448.  Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Saratoga Springs, 624 
North Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 (518) 584-8448  www.Saratoga-uu.org 
 
 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Clifton Park, NY is seeking a choir director for the 8:30 am Sunday morning choir. 
The choir currently has 12 members, 6 of whom serve as cantors on a rotating basis. The position involves a weeknight 
(currently Thursday) choir rehearsal at 7:30 pm and Sunday morning mass at 8:30 am.  This choir also sings at special 
masses during the year, including Thanksgiving morning, Christmas Vigil, Good Friday, and the Ascension. The choir 
takes summers off.  Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: planning music, playing the piano and/or organ, 
directing the choir from the keyboard, recruiting choir members, training and preparing cantors, and leading the 
congregation in song when the choir is not present.  Corpus Christi is located at exit 10 of the Northway.  It is a large 
suburban parish of about 2,000 families.  Payment per mass is $125 with choir, $75 without choir.  Inquiries can be 
directed to Shelley Dumoulin (current director) at 877-5399 or Luanne Hetz (parish music coordinator) at 899-9417 .  
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Trivia Answer: 
There are two organs from the same time that are still playable, although only some of their parts are original. 
The organ in the church of Notre-Dame-de-Valère at Sion (Switzerland) dates as far back as 1435, but that only 
includes most of the case and 180 original pipes from the Gothic period. 
Another organ is the organ of St. Andreas at Ostönnen (Westfalia, Germany).  The wind chest and half of the pipes are 
considered to date back to 1430, although the case and console only date back to the Baroque era. 
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January 27, 2009 
Dear AGO Members, 

Have you ever grappled with the challenges of preparing a student to serve in the church 
music world while studying in an academic environment? 
Have you ever tried to prepare a sixth grade student to serve as a church organist? 
Have you ever helped an older student make the transition from piano to organ? 
Have you ever had a young student ask you about the future of church music? 
 
If so, this year's AGO National Conference on Organ Pedagogy cosponsored by the 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music, March 11–14, 2009, is for you! 
 
This year's theme, "Teaching Church Music in North America: An Old Vocation in a New 
Millennium" will delve into these challenges. We will hear details of representative church 
music programs in colleges and universities from around the country, and leaders in the field 
will offer masterclasses every day featuring the nuts and bolts of teaching church music 
(including hymn playing, anthem accompaniment, and improvisation). We will also delve 
into the future of church music and how that will reflect our pedagogical emphasis in years to 
come. Keynote speaker Martin Marty will be joined by Quentin Faulkner, Don Saliers, 
Bishop Robert Rimbo and Marva Dawn. The conference will feature the organs and facilities 
of Yale University.

 
Please follow the link below to register and take advantage of the discounted "early-
bird" registration which ends Jan. 31:  http://www.yale.edu/ism/events/ago_main.html 
 
We hope to see you in New Haven! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
AGO Committee on Continuing Professional Education 
Shelly Moorman-Stahlman, DMA, Director 
David Heller, DMA, AAGO 
Kimberly Marshall, PhD 
John E. Mitchener, DMA 
Joyce Shupe Kull, FAGO, ChM, DMA, AGO Councillor for Education 
Martin Jean, DMA, Director 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music 
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